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have of charming their prey, as all the wiles of this, 
snake had no effect upon the gopher. 

Herman Haupt, Jr., 
South Haven, Michigan. 

THE MINK FROG, RAXA SEPTEXTRIOX- 
ALIS BAIRU, IX OXTARIO. 

]Mr. F. H. Pope’s note on the distribution of 
the mink frog in iMaine,* recalls some of my experi- 
ences with this species while stationed at Prof. C. V. 
P. Young’s boys’ camp on Otter Lake, Dorset, On- 
tario, in the snnimer of 1913. 

On July 7, in a peaty lake with clear sphag- 
naceons border we found several liana .s'eptentnon- 
alifi. From July 7-14, we heard at night along the 
shoi-e of Otter Lake the peculiar note which later 
proved the croak of the mink frog. On the 1.5th of 
July at 10 P. M. we heard several frogs and started 
with flashlight for the Peat Lake where the species 
was in chorus. The air temperatui'e ranged from .52° 
to .5.5° F.. but the watei’ of Otter Lake at its surface 
registered 09° F. 

On .Inly lOth and 17th, Ave examined the place 
closely. All along the north edge of the lake AA'ere 
white Avater lilies. yelloAv spatterdocks and Avater 
shields. These three made a i)ei’fect carpet on the 
AA’ater’s surface. On these plants during the day the 
mink fi-ogs rested. Whenever tlie sun AA^ent under a 
cloud or it became overcast they Avoiild croak. The 
AAMter Avas about tAvo feet deep. By pushing our 
canoe through the AAurter plants toAAaird the frogs, one 
person could place a landing net in front of the quar- 
ry AA'hile the other Avith the paddle could gently cause 
the frog to leap into the net. In this Avay Ave caught 
1.5 specimens. Often the frogs AA'ould jump along on 
the lily pads, sometimes for considerable distance; sel- 
dom, if ever, did they give a ciy like frightened young 
bullfrogs. Another faA'orite position Avas resting be- 

*Copr:iA, Mar. Jo, 191o, No. 1(). 
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tween the overlapping lily pads with jnst the head 
protruding’, while in the center of the pond where 
there were only isolated plants, the frogs disappeared 
before Ave saw them, the "Avake” near a lily pad indi- 
cating their former presence. 

In the outlet to Otter l^ake (Ten JNIile Creek 
betAA'een Lake of Bays aiul Otter Lake) Ave found 
them common, July ’24, on innddy bottoms Avhere 
Avater lilies AA’cre abundant. In the same kind of situ- 
ation they occurred on Porridge Lake, Jnh’ 28. An- 
other habitat A\’e discovered August 31 Avas a beaA’er 
lake Avhere Cassandra and all the associated heath- 
like plants greAv. Finally, on Fletcher I.iake, Sep- 
tember 1, Ave found them in the shalloAV, sandy shores 
aiAiongst pipeAAan’ts {Ericaulon ariiculatnm) . 

After July 15th and IGth AA’e heard no more 
choruses. On the latter date aa^c ea])tured one oi’ tAvo 
frogs Avith the stump of the tail remaining. These 
AA'ere about 38 mm. (iL inehes) from .snout to A’ent, 
or little beloAv the tAvo largest individuals taken (49 
mm. or 2 inches). The other sjieeimens AAdhch Avere 
not lost measured 47, 42, 42, 43, 40, 40 mm. respec- 
tiA’ely. Xone of these eight specunens had fully de- 
veloped eggs, though one female surely Avonld liaA’c 
bred the folloAving year. The middle of July, Avhen 
the ehorns Avas recorded, accords AA^ell Avith Garnier’s 
obsei’A’ed season of breeding for this species, but aa’c 
had small ojjjAortunity to determine if it obtained at 
Otter Lake. 

This species cannot be called solely a river spe- 
cies; it has a “chant amour” Avhich at chorus season 
can be heard one-third to one-half of a mile aAA'ay; the 
name “mink frog” seems very apropos for this spe- 
cies, at least for Ontario specimens; the tadpoles re- 
main at least one Avinter in this stage and transfoi’in 
at a size appi’oaehing that of the adult. The season 
of breeding, the length of larA^al period, the size of 
transformed frog place it Avith the gi’een frog and 
bull frog. Xeither of these species seemed to be asso- 
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ciated with it particularly although each was in the 
Lake of Baj's region in numbers. 

A. H. Wright, 
Ithaca, N. 

RATTLESNAKES OX CATALINA 
ISLAND. 

Van Denburg'h and Slevin (Proc.^ Calif. Acad, 
of Sci., 4th Ser., Vol. IV, pp. 138-P59) state that the 
presence of rattlesnakes on Catalina Island off the 
coast of southern California was first recorded by 
Yarrow from a specimen taken there by Mr. Schu- 
macher in 187(). One additional specimen only is re- 
corded. In that so little is known of Crotaliis orc- 
gonus on the island, the following notes may be of 
intere.st : 

During July, 190C, while camped at Whites 
Landing, I killed a rattlesnake about two feet long. 
The specimen was not saved. I believe that several 
other specimens were killed during the summer. At 
that time rattlesnakes were considered faii'ly common 
over the greater part of the eastern slope of the island. 

iMr. ^Murray I.,. Royar, who has just returned 
from a summer spent at Avalon, has donated to the 
3Iuseum of Vei’tebrate Zoology a small specimen of 
Crofalus oregonus taken at Avalon on August 'i, 
1915. jMr. Royar reports that old-timers on Catalina 
Island say that there were no rattlesnakes on the isl- 
and in early days. Later, when hay and other crops 
were introduced, rattlesnakes ajipeared. The rep- 
tiles were first seen around barns and near civiliza- 
tion and later took to the hills. He also states that 
even at the present time few are found far inland. 

TIakold C. Bryant, 

Berkeley, Calif. 
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